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‘With the U.S. Economy Slipping, Japan Resists the Duties of No.1 ™ By Louis
Uchitelle (N.Y.Times, Weekly Review, 1/31/88)
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But despite its gains, Japan remains unwilling--and probably unable--to shoulder
many of the responsibilities that have traditionally gone with global
leadership, according to many economists and historians

The Japanese, in fact, are clinging to partnership with the United States--
junior partnership —insisting, as Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita did on his
first official visit to Washington this month, that “the very foundation of
Japan's prosperity” depends on being America’s partner.
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Superpower status has always required a sense of mission that the Japanese
lack, says Professor Edwin 0. Reischauer, a Japan scholar at Harvard and
American Ambassador to Tokyo in the 1960"s. “We speak of making the world safe
for democracy and we apply our ideas to everyone,” he said. “The Japanese have
none of this sense of empire. They have trouble even joining a United Nations
peacckeeping force.”
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“Japan’ s Arrogance of Power” By Gerald L. Curtis (N.Y.Times, Weekly Review,
5/8/88)
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Il is arrogance for Japan to believe that ils success gives it the right to
think the rest of the world simply is not as competent as Japan and that for
others to make demands on Japan is a sign of their own weakness.

Japan's air of self-congralulation is offensive. It is likely Lo create
profound problems, not only with the United States but just about everybody
else.
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“New Pride Changes Japan's View of U.S.” By Susan Chira (N.Y.Times, 6/30/88)
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Tensions about American Japan-bashing appear to be draining a huge reservoir
of Japanese affection for the United States. A poll Laken by the newspaper
Asahi Shimbun found that the percentage of Japanese who believed that relations
between Japan and the United States were good fell to 36 percenl in 1987,
compared with 48 percent in 1986.

“The Anl and the Grasshopper. Why 1s U.S. Prosperity Eroding? Japan' s Lessons” (N.



Y. Times, 1/9/89)
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Such Japan-bashing is alarmist and mostly misguided. America and Japan can both
flourish, each exploiting ils strengths, each learning from the other’s
strengths. At the moment, there is much for America to learn.
Like the ant in Aesop’s fable, Japan builds for the future while America chirps
as merrily as the grasshopper, as if the summer’s fullness will never cease.
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“U.S.—Japanese Ties Seen at Lowest Point Since War” By Fred Hiatt and Margaret
Shapiro (Washington Post, 2/12/90)
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In the United States, assesments of Japan as an alien and rapacious power have

won new respectability. Many worry that Japan may be vulnerable to making
another historic miscalculation about American weakness or resolve. They worry
that a mix of economic warfare and psychological miscalculation on both sides is
dangerously combustive.

Along with a growing self-confidence, though, Japanese still see their
resource-poor nation as forever vulnerable to bullying.

The combination of incipient arrogance and perpetual anxiety is especially
problematic, for it propels Japan’s ceaseless drive for competitive
superiority--which many Americans, in turn, view as unbefitting an economic
superpower.

“Victory of capitalism? Which capitalism?” said Johnson, who published an
influential study of Japanese industrial policy in 1982. “This may be
capitalism, but it’s not the Anglo-American variety--and it may be the only
communist system that works.... Some might say the Cold War had indeed ended



and the Japanese won.”
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“The Japan Problem” By Robert J. Samuelson (Washington Post, 4/10/91)
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I once naively thought that someday there might be a “solution” to the U.S.--
Japan “problem.” Wrong. There’s no single “problem” capable of a “solution.”

There is instead a permanent state of anxiety, reflecting different cultures
and world views.
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What we learned from the gulf crisis is much simpler:We can’t rely on Japan in
the clutch. The Japanese aren’ t yet dependable allies. Their financial
contribution was adequate. But it was achieved only after much political
haggling and without any indication that most of the Japanese public grasped
that their country’s vital interests were at stake in the gulf. Japan's
support was intended mainly to placate the United States, its largest export
market.

“Pearl Harbor’s Smoke, Hirvoshima's Fallout” By Susan Chira (N.Y.Times, Weekly
Review, 12/8/91)
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In the United States, the images of Japan as sneaky, threatening and unfair
that were flash-frozen by Pearl Harbor resurface now in talk of Japanese as
samurai in business suits, out to do economically what they could not militarily.

Professor Dower finds traces of those attitudes in present-day portrayals of
Japan's economic triumphs--as in the headlines shouting, “Japan Invades
Hollywood.”
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A growing number of scholars, journalists and economists assert that this
belief has blinded Americans to the fact that Japan’s economy, in particular, is
guided by fundamentally different rules and assumptions.

That argument remains hotly contested, but the debale makes clear that many



people assume that a close alliance is possible only if nations are similar.
“Different” means treacherous, alien or hostile.

“If you openly say the Japanese system is different, people say you will wreck
the relationship,” Mr. Prestowitz said. “It’s precisely this insistence on
similarity when no similarity exists which is making it impossible to deal
effectively with the sources of friction between us.”

“U.S.—Japan Relations Seen Suffering Worst Dountumn in Decades” By Don
Oberdorfer (Washington Post, 3/1/92)
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To a greater degree than in earlier crises, the current disputes have spread

beyond specific differences over economic and security policies to a broader
collision of two dissimilar societies, their leaders and peoples

Views about the Japanese threat to the United States that were previously
heard mostly on the fringes of American intellectual and politlical life have
spread to the mainstream in recent months
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What is new, however, is a growing influence of a minority of U.S. experts on
Japan, known as “revisionists,” who argue that Japan's society and economy are
so fundamentally different that normal remedies for closed markets and
commercial advantage are almost useless. The increasing acceptance of this view
both reflects and deepens American frustration with Japan.

“Japanese View U.S. With New Negativily, Mixed Emotions of Superiority, Sympathy
Color Nation’s Qutlook” By T.R. Reid and Paul Blustein (Washington Post,
3/1/92)
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“For Japan, the Old Slurs Arve the New Party Line” By James Sterngold (N.Y.Times,
Weekly Review, 8/15/93)
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That was then. Now, there is a dramatic change in the language--if not the
reality--of political and economic descourse here. Suddenly, expressions and
criticisms previously regarded as blasphemous when uttered by foreign
“revisionists” and “Japan bashers” are spoken with a surprising matter-of-
factness.
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One of the main ideas espoused by the so-called revisionists--people like Mr.
Prestowitz, Chalmers Johnson, a pioneering study of Japanese industrial policy
and Karel Van Wolferen, who has written on the political structure--is that
Japan is different in fundamental ways from the West, principally because of the
role of the bureaucracy in guiding the markets. Classical Western economists
argue that any such interference will, by definition, weaken the economy.
Japanese experts say the results speak for themselves.
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