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Defense Minister Fumio Kyuma resigned Tuesday to take responsibility for a
remark that basically legitimized the 1945 atomic bombing of Nagasaki - and to limit
damage to the ruling coalition in the Upper House election. (IHT/Asahi Shimbun,
July 4)
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Defense Minister Fumio Kyuma conveyed his intention to resign to Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe on Tuesday after his comments that the atomic bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki could not be helped caused an outrage.

“It seems that people don't understand my stance on the issue. I think I have to
settle the problem,” Kyuma said. “So I will resign.”

Abe approved Kyuma's resignation. After meeting with the prime minister, Kyuma
told reporters that he was aware that his comments hurt the feelings of atomic bomb
SUrvivors.

“T have decided to resign after thinking about the effects on the upcoming House
of Councillors election (on July 29),” he said. (Mainichi Daily News online, July 3)

AMBEAEEHOFEICOWTEHRELEIE (B8 & U872 (B RmEHR
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T5] LR, FHESHBEOREGE LAV EDEZ ZR LIz, (ERFH T H 4
H#1H)
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Japan's defense minister resigned Tuesday after suggesting the U.S. atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were inevitable, a remark that stirred furious
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criticism in a nation where many consider the attacks an unjustified slaughter of

civilians.

Defense Minister Fumio Kyuma, a native of Nagasaki, said he did not mean to
condone the 1945 bombings, which Washington has argued were necessary to end
World War II without a potentially bloody land invasion.

Though Kyuma's statement was similar to the interpretation in the United States
that the bombings hastened the war’'s end and thus saved lives, it contradicted the
generally held Japanese stance that the use of nuclear weapons is never acceptable.
(Eric Talmadge, AP, July 3)
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— R EH 2 TR TA2EEHICLLIOTHA ),
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fRfRE, FREIZRLLHAREROVYZZNEFNERICH LA 0T, ZHEHHE OO
EWE AL ETIIAREEEXHTH S,

Fo@F e, ho [JFRBERE THRRFORE T RO, A7) TA) HD
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Four weeks before a crucial parliamentary election that could decide Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe's political fate, his gaffe-prone defense minister was forced to
resign Tuesday after making comments apparently justifying the United States’
use of atomic bombs against Japan during World War IL
— thR——

The comments by Mr. Kyuma, who represents Nagasaki in the lower house of
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Parliament, caused anger by apparently treating lightly Japan's status as the only
country ever attacked with nuclear weapons. Although the debate over the use of

nuclear arms is not the taboo it once was, Japan's self-image as a special victim of
World War II remains deeply rooted, even as revisionist politicians like Mr. Abe
have tried to minimize Japan's militarist past. (Norimitsu Onishi, The New York
Times, July 4)
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Never mind that Mr Kyuma's analysis is shared by some mainstream historians:

that the bombs hastened Japan's surrender, so denying the Soviet Union a massive

land-grab of the northern half of Japan. Mr Kyuma trod on a hallowed ground that,
uniquely, unites the politics of Japan's right and left: for historical revisionists and
anti-war pacifists alike, the horror of the atom bombs marks Japan for ever as

victim. (Economist, July?7)
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An “unforgivable” gaffe has forced the resignation of Japan s first Defense
Minister and exposed the rawness of the wounds caused by atomic bombings more
than 60 years ago.

— RE——

In a farewell speech yesterday Mr Kyuma insisted that the phrase (described by
linguists as a “verbal shrug” implying, “It's not good, but what can you do?”) had
been misinterpreted as an endorsement of the bombings.

“T have said that the atomic bombings should not have happened but I used the
words ‘couldn’t be helped’, and [some] interpreted my expression as linked to the
bombings because of my careless words,” he said.

But his explanation did not satisfy many groups in Japan who feel keenly that
the atomic bombings have no justification. (Leo Lewis, The Times, July 4)
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President Truman knew that the Japanese were trained to fight to the death. He
believed that Japan could be invaded only at a huge cost in American lives. So in
order to force the Japanese to surrender, Truman ordered the dropping of two
atomic bombs on Japan. (/N— %< ¥, AFH#EM 2005, p.220)
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