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Paul & Elder (2001) Ð�critical reading b°î�½`
òân\[�G
���Critical reading realizes the way in which reading, by its very nature, means 

entering into a point of view other than our own, the point view of the writer. 
Critical readers actively look for assumptions, key concepts, and ideas, reasons 
and justifications, supporting examples, parallel experiences, implications and 
consequences, -----
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2.12.1　¶ø
[Example 1]

“3Why did George Washington’s father forgive his son when young George chopped 
down cherry tree?” a teacher asked. 
“4 Because the boy was still holding an ax,” a student replied. 
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K This joke is included in�The pleasure of joke.” L The “right” answer to the 
Washington anecdote is that the boy was forgiven because he did not lie and honestly 
confessed to cutting down the tree. M Though this tale is said to be the creation of a 
biographer, the joke could be applied to quite a few adult situations. ---- 
Ð We would not have been surprised if the rebels had been asked to leave or expelled 

from the party. Ò We suppose harsher punishments were not handed down because the 
16 members were still armed with “axes” and could have acted violently against the 
party, bringing about its demise.  
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[Example 2]
--- ①When a reporter asked whether women alone should bear the responsibility of 
raising the birthrate, he replied in part, “Young people are in an extremely sound state 
in which they want to marry and have two or more children. ② Therefore, it will be 
important for us to work out policy measures that really fit, well what should I say, 
Japanese young people’s sound wishes.” ③ His statement re� ects a 2005 � nding by the 
National Institute of Population and Social Security Research that 90 percent of 
unmarried people want to marry and have an average 2.1 children.------ ④ Social 
Democratic Party leader, Ms. F reacted who has a daughter with her unmarried partner, 
reacted by saying, “Does he mean that people who do not have two or more children are 
not sound?” ⑤ Other possible logical question would be: Are people who have not 
married or do not want to marry not sound? ⑥ Are people who are married but do not 
want to have children not sound? 
  ⑦When a reporter said that his latest statement may have hurt some people, Mr. Y 
said that since the present society is based on a premise that individuals have freedom 
in deciding whether to marry and whether to have children, his statement would not 
hurt people. ⑧ But it would not be far-fetched to say that by using the word “sound,” he 
is imposing a certain value on people and tacitly criticizing certain people concerning 
their thinking and life style. ----
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�C Ð�2007Ü 2Ý 10���The Japan Times  �Mr. Yanagisawa does it again���
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[Example 3]
I Shortly after I arrived in Japan, I had a phone call from a young Japanese man I had 
met in the United States through mutual friends.
  “J I just got married, and my wife and I would like you to come to our house for

 dinner next Saturday.”
  “K That’s wonderful! Congratulations!”
  “L Thank you. M I’d love to. Ð I’m looking forward to meeting your wife.”
  “Ò She’s not beautiful, and she can’t cook very well, but I hope you’ll come anyway.”
Ó I was shocked speechless, --- Õ But when I met his wife, I was astonished to see that 
she was stunningly beautiful. Ö That made me realize that I had misjudged the poor 
husband. --- he was just being polite. = This taught me how easy it is to misunderstand 
another culture’s way of being polite.
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[Example 4]
I In the survey, voters were asked whether raising the rate is necessary. 61 percent 

were in favor, while 23 percent disagreed. J About 13 percent of those interviewed were 
unsure. --- K In the constituency segment, there were 44 percent of tax-hike supporters 
who voted for the DPJ and 31 percent for LDP candidates, indicating bipartisan support 
for the measure. 

C Ð�2010Ü 7Ý 31���The Daily Yomiuri � 61% of voters consider hike in 
consumption tax necessary ���ËÌ�d�Gl1b�e�³�¶ø?bÈÍÎ�R��
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[Example 5]
I Years ago, at Taiyo Whales team receptions, high officials from the mother company 
would come around and say ganbatte  to the foreign ballplayer, which is a common 
Japanese greeting. J The interpreter would translate it as “Do your best.” K The 
American, however, would invariably be offended and retort that he always did his best.
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[Example 6]
I To the end, Paul Hill, the former Presbyterian minister who murdered a doctor who 
carried out abortions and his volunteer driver, was executed on Wednesday night in 
Florida by lethal injection. J Amid warnings that his death could lead to further violence, 
the state governor Jeb Bush said he would not be “bullied” into halting the execution. 

�C Ð�2003Ü 9Ý 7��� The Daily Yomiuri +� Unrepentant killer of abortion
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